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GUILLEN PROMOTES WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

H.B. 3049 Lets Students Get Head Start As Plumbers 
 

AUSTIN - As the author of H.B. 3049, Representative Ryan Guillen (D- Rural South Texas) 
hopes to help young people get good paying jobs right out of high school. The bill allows 
students to earn some of the required training hours towards a plumbing license while still in 
school. 
   
"We must do everything we can to make sure our kids are set up for success. This measure 
gives students a great opportunity to get to work right after graduation," said Guillen.  
 
The measure, which passed both the house and the senate unanimously, will reduce the hurdles 
faced by young Texans seeking to become plumbers in the state and will make attaining a 
plumbing license  more accessible. In order to be licensed as a plumber, one must serve as an 
apprentice plumber and complete thousands of hours of on-the-job training. An apprentice can 
claim credit for 1,000 hours of training if they have completed a training course offered by the 
U.S. Department of Labor, and they may be eligible for more credit if they have completed 
plumbing-related coursework at a junior college. 
 
Thanks to Guillen's bill, high school students can now also be credited with up to 250 hours of 
work experience if the student has taken an accredited career and technical education (CTE) 
course in the plumbing trade. This reduces the number of apprentice hours an aspiring plumber 
must complete before they can test for a plumbing license, giving them better access to high 
paying plumbing jobs. 
 
"It has become increasingly difficult to recruit young men and women into the building 
and construction trades, but the demand for these jobs in Texas remains strong," added 
Guillen. "There are great jobs out there, and this bill helps students get those jobs." 
  
H.B. 3049 was passed during the 85th Legislative Session and is now in effect.  
 
Serving ten rural South Texas counties in the Texas House of Representatives, Ryan Guillen is known for 
his hard work, fierce independence, and relentless efforts for South Texas families. Recently, Capitol 
Inside called him a “House Bill Machine,” and a “one-person assembly line for legislation.” Since 
elected, few other legislators have passed more bills than Guillen. Sign up for updates at 
ryanguillen.com, facebook.com/representative.guillen, and twitter.com/ryanguillen 
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