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H.B. 22 REVIVES ASATR FOR UNDERFUNDED SCHOOLS 
Committee to Debate Extension of ASATR Funds for Small Schools 

 
On July 20, 2017, Governor Abbott officially expanded his agenda for the special session to 
include a bill regarding Additional State Aid for Tax Relief (ASATR), a school funding issue 
that affects many schools by limiting state funds they have relied on for years. 
 
Texas State Representative Ryan Guillen (D-Rural South Texas) is an of H.B. 22 and hopes the 
legislature will pass the bill and restore the funding. 
 
"Finding the funding for our small schools is essential to the success of school districts that rely on 
ASATR to provide quality education and offset recapture obligations," said Guillen. "Without it, 
the smaller schools will be forced to make significant cuts that could lead to the closure of some 
areas." 
  
In 2006, when the state legislature reduced property taxes by a considerable amount, ASATR 
was enacted to ensure that the funding provided to school districts on a per-student basis 
wouldn't be disrupted. However, funding for public education was once again significantly 
reduced in 2011, and it was decided that ASATR was extended to September 1, 2017.  
 
The bill would provide revenue to approximately 15 percent of school districts statewide. It 
provides state aid using formulas based on state's Weighted Average Daily Attendance (WADA) 
for school districts and an individual school’s total (WADA).  
 
Serving ten rural South Texas counties in the Texas House of Representatives, Ryan Guillen is known for 
his hard work, fierce independence, and relentless efforts for South Texas families. Recently, Capitol 
Inside called him a “House Bill Machine,” and a “one-person assembly line for legislation.” Since 
elected, few other legislators have passed more bills than Guillen. Sign up for updates at 
ryanguillen.com, facebook.com/representative.guillen, and twitter.com/ryanguillen 
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