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TEXAS TO RECEIVE FUNDS TO FIGHT ZIKA 
 

AUSTIN – Following a push by State Representative Ryan Guillen ( D - District 31) and other Texas officials, the Center for Disease 

Control announced Friday, July 1, that Texas will receive $1.5 million as part of an effort to combat Zika. 

 

 "The Zika Virus has the potential to cause serious harm to a large number of Texans," said Guillen. "I'm very pleased to see 

that the CDC has responded to the state's requests for support in battling Zika."   

 

The Zika virus began to receive attention in February 2016 when the World Health Organization declared the Zika virus a Public 

Health Emergency of International Concern. Since then, the disease has continued to spread and 935 cases have been reported within 

the United States so far. The disease is most commonly spread through the bite of an infected mosquito, and symptoms are often mild 

with deaths being very rare. However, the Zika virus infection during pregnancy can cause serious birth defects and is the primary 

reason for concern over the virus.  

 

The money provided to the CDC will be used to finance public health preparedness and response within the state, in response to the 

Zika virus. Among the $1.5 million, $500,000 is to be used for public outreach and education, $350,000 will be used for the creation 

of Zika response teams, and the remainder will be used for similar education and response projects.  

 

 "I encourage all South Texans to use these resources to become informed about the Zika virus," said Guillen. " While the 

disease may be frightening to some, our best tool against disease is often information and preparation."  

 

Notice of the grant was received by the Department of State Health Services Monday and the funds will be available for immediate 

use.  
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