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 GUILLEN AUTHORS BILL ENSURING JUSTICE FOR 
VICTIMS OF SEX CRIMES 

Updating the Electronic Monitoring System  
 
AUSTIN - Texas State Representative Ryan Guillen (D-Rural South Texas) is an author of HB 281, a bill  
which creates a statewide electronic monitoring system for evidence relating to sex crimes. HB 281 was 
engrossed in the House on Wednesday, April 12.  
  
"We need to ensure that the victims of sex crimes receive the attention and justice they deserve," 
said Guillen. "HB 281 ensures that evidence crucial to these cases is accounted for while 
safeguarding respect for the victims." 
 
As of January 31, 2017, the state of Texas has approximately 3,604 untested sexual assault kits. This 
incredible backlog of kits has placed an undue burden on the victims of sexual assault. Victims awaiting 
justice often feel helpless and frustrated by this backlog, and equate the lack of action to a lack of interest 
from the state. An electronic system that tracks evidence and allows the victims to be notified throughout 
the process may bring some semblance of comfort and control for those victims.   
 
"It is time to stop the frustration for victims seeking justice," said Guillen. 
 
The bill will direct the Texas Department of Public Safety to establish a statewide DNA evidence tracking 
system into which local jurisdictions can enter new cases. This will allow sexual assault victims to track 
the status of evidence and be notified of a change in the status while maintaining anonymity. While HB 
281 does not directly address the backlog of thousands of unanalyzed rape kits in Texas, it will certainly 
make it less likely for sexual assault victims to get lost in the system.  
 
"A little closure is the least we can do to help alleviate the hardships being faced by our state's 
sexual assault victims," said Representative Guillen. "HB 281 can provide reassurance to those 
victims and ensure them justice is forthcoming." 
 
HB 281 was engrossed in the Texas House of Representatives on Wednesday, April 12 and is awaiting 
action in the Texas Senate.   
 
Representative Ryan Guillen serves ten rural South Texas counties in the Texas House of 
Representatives, including Atascosa, Brooks, Duval, Jim Hogg, Kenedy, La Salle, Live Oak, McMullen, 
Starr, and Willacy. 
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