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HEARING SET ON PREFERENCE TO HIRE DISABLED VETS SPOUSES 
 Measure Provides Impetus for State Agencies to Hire  Spouses of Disabled Veterans 

 
AUSTIN – Early this session, State Representative Ryan Guillen (D-Rural South Texas) filed 
HB 92, a bill that would help disabled veterans' families by giving their spouse a preference 
when competing for a state government job. The bill will help veteran households maintain an 
annual income to meet their needs. A public hearing for HB 92 has been scheduled to take place 
on Thursday, March 23.  
 
"The spouses of  disabled veterans are facing the highest unemployment rates in history in 
the U.S., and Texas is simply not doing enough for our veteran families" said Guillen. 
"Allowing the spouses of disabled veterans a preference with state agency hiring, other 
factors being equal, has become a fundamental necessity. This will help disabled veterans 
to raise their children and provide sustainable living wages among many Veteran families." 
 
Although employment opportunities for veterans have stabilized, thanks to past employment 
preference actions, the spouses of disabled veterans are still struggling to find employment 
themselves. Furthermore, spouses of 100% disabled veterans are not receiving enough money 
from disabled veterans' compensation to maintain an income that meets the needs of their 
families.  The honorable men and women who have bravely served our country, and their 
spouses who have supported them, both qualify for employment preferences under federal law. 
Veteran's spouses deserve to receive these same privileges under Texas law, and Representative 
Guillen believes that allowing the spouses of 100% disabled veterans to qualify for the Veteran 
Employment Preference would further align Texas law with federal law. 
 
On Thursday, March 23, HB 92 is scheduled for a hearing in the Economic and Small Business 
Committee. The people of Texas are grateful to veteran families for their sacrifices, and 
Representative Guillen strongly supports the idea of amending the Veteran Employment 
Preferences law. 
 
Representative Ryan Guillen serves ten rural South Texas counties in the Texas House of 
Representatives, including Atascosa, Brooks, Duval, Jim Hogg, Kenedy, La Salle, Live Oak, 
McMullen, Starr, and Willacy.  
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